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   Perhaps the greatest value I have gained over the last 8 weeks has been my idea of a web site for the use of my students. I did not get the idea or start work on my personal web site from this class, but this class did give me a good excuse to put more time into working on my site mainly because it was the biggest assignment in our class. It technically was an 8 week project and because of that I will focus my reflection around that assignment.
     I have had the idea for several years now and I have worked on it a little at a time as I slowly learned more, yet it never seemed to be professional enough to be officially published and used in class for many reasons. I have learned the most in the web design area mainly myself with some help of a friend of mine Jason Leveille who is an expert at programming and the web. I continue to develop my web skills and learn so I can make a useful and professional site that is a benefit to my students, parents, and professional community. 
    My goal is to produce an effective, accessible, and professional site for use in my class, and one unexpected idea that was evident to me in this class is that may novice teachers may attempt to create a public site used in the education process. This is unethical because most teachers do not understand the basics for producing a Public site. This is especially true for education. Just like public school buildings have to be handicap accessible, web sites do as well. By not making an accessible site a teacher may be denying access to someone which in my opinion is unacceptable, especially in education. Lawsuits are a possibility and it is important for teachers to understand this when mandating use of their site in the classroom. In addition to this teacher are always supposed to lead by example and by producing and publishing an unprofessional site that is used in class sets a poor example for the use of the web. Most teachers would not make a worksheet or handout with spelling and grammar mistakes all over it, why should a teacher publish a web site in a similar way? The use of simple HTML with no CSS is the first major violation. Many sites use outdated, obsolete code that may not be supported in the future. HTML is not what is used today although having a solid knowledge of it is the foundation.
   I have come to the conclusion that teachers tend to use the web because it is new. I feel as though people get the “Technology Fever” where they think the more technology they use the better their results. In my opinion I strongly believe that teachers should experiment with web design, however the sites should not be used unless they meet minimum standards. By reviewing some of the examples in our class it is clear that most if not all, including mine are not ready for public use and should not be used in the classroom. One example of a site I am modeling mine after is http://my-classes.org . This site is a great example of the proper use of a teacher site in the classroom. I could continue to explain why this is such a rich site both on the front end and on the back end but that is for a different topic.
    Once my site is finished and is a closer resemblance of http://my-classes.org, it will have the biggest impact in my teaching practice. The benefit to me will be organization of assignments, and student work. Instead of having many papers to grade all of mine will be submitted electronically. My blog software Movable Type will make this work easy and accessible to my students. This will also make my work as well as my students work searchable via Google so others can learn from and use our work. Another help will be a database of handouts and class work. Students can download and print out any assignment instead of asking for additional copies when they loose things. In addition to student use, parents can also do the same.  
    By continuing my work on my site I feel a sense of accomplishment in my class but I also feel accomplished because I will be making a national presentation on teacher produced web sites at the ITEA conference next spring in San Antonio Texas. I will need my site complete and professional if I have to present on a National level to other Technology Teachers. I plan to have the site done, and in use so I can show examples of student work and the use on my site. Because I spent more time recently getting my thoughts together about my design, I feel as though I got a head start. If I had not have taken this course I would have been behind my current state now. By viewing others example sites, I gained more insight of what teachers need to know to produce an effective site. I can use this knowledge to make a more focused presentation. In summary I learned a lot over the last 8 week in both areas of web design as well as how others perceive web design.  
