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   This reflective essay is a chance for me to review what I have done and what I have learned thus far in my Walden classes. Specifically I will focus on the performance indicators of standards 1 and 5 of the National Educational Technology Standards for Teachers. In the process of reflection I found that the majority of my work is in many ways related to the development of my ongoing web project http://techedclass.com . Because of this the majority of the following reflections point back to this site. 
  The first standards based performance indicator is Technology Operations and Concepts, and within that are two sub categories. Looking at the rubric I believe I am a 4 on the performance indicator scale for the first sub category (Demonstrate introductory knowledge, skills, and understanding of concepts related to technology). I feel I am at this level simply because it is my job as a technology teacher to teach these concepts therefore I am very much aware and proficient with them. In order to continue my high level of technological literacy I must change with the technology which requires a lot of self learning on my part via reading, and professional conferences. Although there are many areas of technology I can focus on for improvement I choose to focus on my computer maintenance class. I currently teach an A+ certification class however I have not taken the certification test myself. I am fully capable of passing the test, it is just a matter of taking it. So my goal in this area is to take and pass both parts of the A+ certification test by the midpoint of this school year. One area of my teaching that this class had had an impact on is graphics. I will be more aware of my use of graphics when teaching concepts such as the universal systems model. An arbitrary graphic type would be most  helpful for students to understand the systems model of input, process, output, and feedback since this type of illustration best represents “logical or conceptual relationships” (Rieber, 1994).   

Like the first category I also rank myself a 4 in the second sub category, (Demonstrate continual growth in technology knowledge and skills to stay abreast of current and emerging technologies). In order for me to stay on the cutting edge of emerging technologies I need to continue to go to professional conferences much like I have in the past. I attend Nano Day (Nanotechnology Day) at the University of Maryland, and I also attend the ITEA (International Technology Education Association) which is a national conference that is held every year throughout the country. My county pays all of my expenses for me to go to these conferences, however in return I need to present on various topics at these conferences. I also need to plan my lessons for the sub when I will be at these conferences, and in years past this has proven to be a very time consuming task. This year I will be presenting in San Antonio Texas on “Designing a Web Based Technology Education Resource” More Info Here. I will be using my classroom site http://techedclass.com as an example, and in addition to that I will be using it to maintain my students work progress while I am away. So in conclusion I am using my site to assist myself, my students, parents, and conference colleagues. Although designing my site was a priority of mine, this class has made it even more of a priority since I was required to develop parts of it for my online class “Multimedia Tools”. I have put a lot of work in to my site and have learned a tremendous amount along the way. I continue to learn and believe that my investment of time is well worth it since my site will change with time since the web has proven to be “…versatile mostly because its design is flexible enough to incorporate new features are they are invented”(D Thornburg Ph.D.).
The fifth standard based performance indicator is Productivity and Professional Practice, and within that are four sub categories. The first of four is “Use technology resources to engage in ongoing professional development and lifelong learning”. I rank myself as a 4 again because of my involvement with CATTS (Center to Advance the Teaching of Technology & Science) as a curriculum writer. In addition to CATTS I am currently involved with piloting an online technology education class developed by the Museum of Science. I am only one of several other technology educators nation wide that are collaborating to review , revise, and recommend changes to the online class so it can be implemented in classrooms. In order to do this I need to be very aware of the ITEA national Standards. The biggest issue is creating a standards based curriculum, and not a standards reflective curriculum which is what most use now. Simply put standards based, is creating lessons by looking at standards first and then developing the lessons. Standards reflective, is having a lesson first and then looking back to see what standards the lesson supports. In addition to this, I also try to incorporate standards based lessons on my site http://techedclass.com so other technology education teachers can share and contribute lesson via my lessons download page. 

The second of the four sub categories is (Continually evaluate and reflect on a professional practice to make informed decisions regarding the use of technology in support of student learning). I rate myself a 3 in this category because I really don’t formally reflect on the use of technology. I am very much aware of it but most of my reflection is informal so therefore I have room for improvement. One goal I have in mind is creating an online evaluation survey so my students can give feedback on specific tools I use in the my instruction. I plan on doing this by using a web based application that will be integrated directly into my site techedclass.com. I feel this is important because is adds even more interactivity to my site which contributes to the ““coolness of a pull medium””(D. Thornburg Ph.D.). Interactivity is one aspect of a site that I have learned gives even more value to a site.  
The third of the four categories is (Apply technology to increase productivity). I rate myself a 4 again simply because I use technology only for the reason of productivity. If technology was less productive than other methods who would use it? My main purpose for creating  my techedclass.com site is to increase productivity for all stake holders. Students, and parents can quickly and easily access information and documents without having to contact another person. On the contrary I can distribute information and documents equally as quickly and easily. Another advantage of my site is it also serves as an organization tool so I can store lessons, information, and files, for year to come. I can also use it as a reflection tool since it also stores previous work. All this equals a highly proficient tool for educational resources. The key however is using it to its potential. Like Metcalfe's law states “the value of a network is proportional to the square of the number of users”( B Metcalfe, p31). Although my site will be used, it will become even more useful if others from other schools and organizations use it.
The last of the four categories is (Use technology to communicate and collaborate with peers, parents, and the larger community in order to nurture student learning). I rate myself a 4 in this category again because of my site. In the past my primary communication was via email, but now my site offers parent, student, and educator mailing lists so users can select the information they wish to receive from http://Techedclass.com Aside from written communication my site also offers, photo galleries, course descriptions, course syllabi, and even calendars so users can follow the progress of my classes. The communication process that my site affords is both passive and active. Users can either communicate one, on one traditionally, or they can occasionally check in and read any information posted on the site itself. This again demonstrates the push pull media action described by Dr. Thornburg  in his book Campfires in Cyberspace. Communicating through a site make more sense than it did in the past since “The web has become the fastest growing communication technology in history”(D. Thornburg Ph.D.). My goal is to maintain my communication via my site and constantly improve the applications in which I do so. This means becoming more knowledgeable about programming and the applications that are free under the GNP open source license. With these applications my site will be effective communication tool for all users. 
In conclusion I believe I have put a lot of work and effort into my site. At times it may seem that there is too much focus on one site, but when I look closer I find that my site really does prove to be a huge asset to my students, myself, and my students parents. When I began building my site I did not think about meeting standards. I simply planed on meeting the needs of the users who would be involved in my site. After reflecting back on my work and checking it with standards performance rubric I soon found that my work is right on par with what it should be. I look forward to using it and reflecting back on it again in the future to evaluate the impact it has had in my classroom. 
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