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       My content area of Technology Education has afforded me the ability to understand, analyze, and compare the skills needed in the future, global job market. The word global is perhaps the most important word, and yet I do not feel Dr, Thornburg did a sufficient job explaining the importance of global competition. On the other hand I feel Dr, Thornburg did a sufficient job explaining skill development, mastery, and collaboration (Beimfohr, E.). After looking at the example sites provided, I decided to go outside the box and choose an organization that some may not be familiar with but has a huge impact on the very tool that so many people in education have focused on. The tool in question is the internet which is so widely talked about. In fact according to Paulus Nicol the internet is a “…virtual textbook and reference library”( Paulus Nicol). The organization which determines much of what the future holds for the internet is the  World Wide Web Consortium or W3C http://www.w3.org/ . Simply put the W3C develops interoperable technologies specifications, guidelines, software, and tools to lead the Web to its full potential. Without this organization the web would be an unorganized smorgasbord of technologies of which may not all be compatible. For example in the past web browsers interpreted HTML in their own way. This has caused many problems since sites do not look the same or even operate the same in different browsers. The W3C has improved the situation by creating standards that developers like Microsoft and Mozilla can follow when designing their browser technologies. In addition to HTML the W3C also sets standards for technologies such syndication or RSS. This technology alone has literally revolutionized the Web and will continue to do so. The purpose of all of this standardization is to promote compatibility and organization of something that is a product of billions of people, while at the same time allowing for flexibility and creativity.

      The people who work at the W3C are the best in the world at what they do. In fact the director and inventor of the W3C is the considered the father of the internet, Tim Berners-Lee. The key to his success is understanding the technology at a mastery level, and having the insight to make decisions about the future (Beimfohr, E). In order for my students to be successful at this organization they would have to be a master at understanding multiple web technologies. This mastery means understanding how the current technologies are used, their strengths, and their weaknesses.  In addition to mastery my students would also need to deploy some critical thinking skills in order to reflect on past technologies (Paulus, 2000). and envision the future and direction of web technologies. This envisioning is not inventing because the web can not be controlled, instead it is closely watching and assisting in the organized growth of web technologies.

       The web is controlled by no individual organization; instead it is maintained by many. Each organization has a hand in the direction the web is heading, and there for collaboration is absolutely essential (Beimfohr, E). Success in web technologies takes professional dialogue, professional reading, and even collaboration among other global organizations since the web is not the just confined to the US.  The W3c cannot just focus on what happens in the US; instead it needs to have a global vision. Global thinking is an absolute must form now on. No company or organization can ignore this fact if they want to stay in business. This is evident in all fields and can best be described in the book “The World is Flat”.  
      Along with being collaborative, it is also important to work independently in order to create original work. The W3C creates standards that others follow by choice, and others adopt their standards because they are beneficial not because they have to. It is important that all standard organizations produce and perfect their own original ideas and collaborate when it is beneficial for all. In order for my students to be successful at an organization such as the W3C, they would need to be able to work independently on individual projects and ideas (Beimfohr, E). The bottom line is that students must be able to think critically, think dynamically, know their subject, be able to work independently, and function on a global scale. Students can not be taught to function as memory robots, instead they need to be innovative and sharp. 
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