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       My research topic was chosen to seek the importance, impact, and effectiveness of power point lectures in high school classrooms. A lot of focus in education is directed toward better teaching practices using computers and various software. Many people call this “technology” but I prefer to call it what it is, computers. More specifically power point has become an educational icon when it comes to instructor lead lectures and student presentations. The question is does power point benefit student learning, (W. Klemm, 2007) or does it cause instructors to alter instruction in such a way that it impacts learning is a negative manner. In any case the question I am challenged to answer my self is if it helps my student comprehension of technological principles presented by me via power point, verses presenting my lessons via standard lectures. 
After reading several sources I have found similar ideas that overwhelmingly state that power point presentations are generally a boring, pre organized presentations that tend to diminish the value of the instructor and information being presented (Johnson, K Sharp, V. 2005). In addition to that some state that power point makes instructors alter their teaching habits just so their lesson conforms to the constraints of a power point presentation. This obviously has a negative impact on learning but the blame cannot really be put on the software. Instead the blame has to be put on the user of the technology. As stated “Technology is neither the savior nor the nemesis of good teaching; like chalkboards, photocopies, and lectures it is another tool. What is ineffective or worse in the hands of one can be brilliant and spot on in the hands of another” (de Wet, Catharina, 2006).
In my search for information related to powerpoint used in lectures, I decided to organize and focus my research in three areas. The first area will focus on powerpoint as technotainment 27(FNO.org, 2000) or as a type of passive lecture. As stated in college teaching “student can easily be lulled into an “entertain-me” mode,exacerbated by a passive environment in which the lights are dimmed when “the show” begins and do not turn on again until it is over.” (W. Klemm, 2007) Additionally students may get the idea that teachers will put all the important information in the presentation and all the preamble talk is not sufficient or important (Adams, Catheri, 2006). This type of thinking may be difficult to overcome, however when used appropriatly powerpoint can be an extreamly effective method for teaching and learning.


The second area of my focus will be on the teachers skill and application of the software in different educational situations. “For many teachers hours of technology training is required  by their school district” (de Wet, Catharina, 2006) however this may give teacher sthe wrong impression since the focuse in a lesson should be on the content and not the bells and whistles that come with it. Many times teachers may spend a disproportionate amount of time making a lesson look fancy and technical while the value of it lacks. In order to gauage the value a powerpoint can have on a lesson, it is important to use the tool correctly and effectivly. To do this a teacher must understand their content, student learning, and all the facets of powerpoint. Additionally teachers must use sound presentation skills which includes stoping and pausing for audience feedback. In the past this was easy since educators simply paused on changing the overhead transparency, however today many teacher do such a poor job that they may actually read exactly what is on the slide (Adams, Catheri, 2006). In order for a powerpoint lesson to be fairly critiqued it must first be presented in a proper manner. I feel that powerpoint is an asset and will attempt to research that the correct use of powerpoint is an asset to student learning


Finaly my third area of focus will be on the aspects of the software itself. It is improtant to understand or think about how powerpoint came to be. It is reasonable to believe that powerpoint  was desgined for the corporate world. It is a tool of the office and so it plays nice with bulleted information that is many times delivered in the form of a sales pitch. (Adams, Catheri, 2006) This of course may is not the best method for learning and teaching, but there is no rule that says powerpoint can not be adapted with the proper skill and understanding of an educated teacher. In addition to the layout of information, powerpoint also allows the user to print out nice convient note cards that have all of the presentations information laid out neatly for others to follow along. After reading I have found that there are mixed viewpoints on weather these printed note cards are an asset or detriment to students. Some experts describe this as a “deceptivily useful crutch” while others say that motivated students put them to good use by using them to clarify the content (W. Klemm, 2007). In summary powerpoint may have been first intended for ofice use btu it has clearly proven itself to be a large asset in education. The key to its success however must be in its clarity prurpose,  and completeness not for the sake of technotainment..

        After reading several resources pertaining to powerpoints use din lectures I have found an overwhelming amount of information. I have found more information suggesting that powerpoint are really not the best chaoice for teaching, however after reading and anlysing the supporting reasons as tp why I feel differently. Most of the evidence indicates that it is not a fault of the saftware but a fault in the use and application. I plan to take this information and collect unbiased data supporting the success use and application for distributing and teaching technical content to my students. All of my resources provide multimple section that critique and detail the application and use of powerpoint. This break down of content allows me to more easily focuse on parts of my research instead of extracting the information from one large unorganized resource. Befor reviewing these article I was very confused and usure about how I was going to suport my findings and research but after getting this information it is clear to see that researching the correct application of powerpoint is a viable topic. I fell like I have a solid foundstion and direction in my research now. It is clear to me that I must focus now on my implementation and proper use of my powerpoint lectures. If I fail to do this my research will not be accurte and more importantly my practices will fall victum to the complications that many students and teachers have due to the abuse and improper use of powerpoint.

References
Johnson, K Sharp, V. (2005). IS PowerPoint Crippling Our Students? Learning and Leading with technology, 33(3), 6-7. 27
W. R. Klemm. (2007). Computer Slide Shows. College Teaching, 55(3), 121-124
de Wet, Catharina F. (2006). Beyond Presentations: Using Powerpoint as an Effective Instructionsl Tool. Gifted Child Today, 29(4), 29-39.
FNO.org. (2000). From Now On

The Educational Technology Journal. In Beyond Edutainment and Technotainment (chap. 10). from http://fno.org/sept00/eliterate.html
Adams, Catherine. (2006). PowerPoint, Habits of Mind, and Classroom Culture. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 38(4), 389-411. 27
 69
27












