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   I increase student access to computers by simply giving computers to students who do not have a computer at home. Because I teach computer maintenance I have access to many computers that are no more than 5 years old. They are all capable of running Win 2k and some can run XP so they are fairly current. The computers I get are formatted and their operating systems reinstalled by my students so they have a clean slate. My students then install MS office so they have some basic tools for school. All the computers have Ethernet cards in them so the computers are also ready for a broadband connection or home networking.    
   I would like to make it clear that I can not communicate the importance of technology. If parents can not see the importance of technology then they have no idea what technology is even though they live in a house and drive a car. I can however stress how dependent the educational system is on computers and why it is important to have a computer at home. I would stress this by explaining that all grades are kept online, as well as missed work, and even some in class assignments. Online access becomes less and less of an option in the work force and education is becoming the same way. I would explain this to parents at back to school night and then let them know that I can give them a computer if they do not have one or can not afford one. The only missing component is a broad band service. This is a must. A computer with out a broadband connection is like a TV with out basic cable service. Sure you can watch it and use it but you can not use it to its potential. It is common knowledge in the IT world that a computer is almost worthless without a solid connection to some type of network. It becomes a glorified word processor and there is no reason to spend $1000 on a word processor. I can pay for their broadband access but in my opinion if they can afford a mobile phone, and cable TV then they can afford broadband service. I do not believe people when they say they can not afford it when they do have cable TV and a mobile phone. They just do not want to pay for it and they come down to supporting their Childs educational expenses.  
   In my engineering classes we use the computers 50 percent of the time. All students are required to do work on them not just groups. Because of this my students become very familiar with the software we use. In addition to my class student have to access computers all day long in school. They check their grades, announcements, and even their personal information all through the school system. I am confident our students get more exposure to computers than most other students. I am also confident that many students use the computers more than their parents. Digital equity is something that becomes less of an issue as the year goes on. I do not believe that the inability to use the computer is an issue. I think the student have enough knowledge to use the computer. The biggest issue is motivation to want to use it.  I also think there is more of a digital equity issue with staff members. Staff members are more difficult to change than students or parents. 
