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     My internet workshop is a workshop designed to be implemented in the beginning of the school year so it will provide the most value throughout the year. I feel that my students would get the most value out of an internet workshop only if they first were competent in browsing and search skills. I also feel that any internet activity I implement should be directly related to my students work and not implemented for the sake of “technotainment” as explained at (“Beyond Edutainment and Technotainment,” 2005).
      My workshop will be based on the Google search tools which are summarized here http://www.google.com/help/features.html as well as here http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/features/google/ . These search tools are important because students need to learn and use the proper tools if they are to be successful when searching and navigating the vast global network (Beimfohr, 1997). Limiting my students to a selective list of links like a Hot List, defeats the purpose of using the internet. Part of the value of the internet comes from the vast amount of information, and if this is limited to several links then the part of value is lost. In addition to this, value is also lost if students have difficult time finding information they are looking for or if it takes them an extended amount of time.
     The goal for my internet workshop incorporates learning proper search techniques while at the same time introducing my students to the first unit of the year which is The History of Technology. By the end of the workshop my students will be able to effectively and accurately search for multiple document types, and sites pertaining to the history of Technology. Students will learn how to search for exact matches, use Boolean logic operators, file type searches, and take advantage of Googles other built in features such as unit conversions. This supports my area of learning because throughout the year students will need to use the internet as a tool in order to complete their class work and activities which are very technical in nature since the course is Pre-Engineering.
     At the conclusion of the workshop students will be asked several question to check for their competence in search techniques. These questions must be level three questions which are considered “out putter” questions according to (Parkins, 2000). These type of questions require students to predict, imagine and include speculative thinking. This type of question is my question of choice since I can truly gauge what my students know and do not know. The first example of a level three questions is as follows. Describe how a file type search can be used to expedite your research and provide you with ideas for your work in this class, other classes, and in your free time. A second example of a level three question may be as follows. Explain how Boolean logic operators make search terms more accurate. Finally a third example of a level three question may resemble the following. Analyze the benefits of using search terms correctly as opposed to just typing what you feel is a correct search term. These level three questions may be a stretch since the workshop was not specifically designed to target higher level thinking. My workshop is however designed to target the first three stages of blooms taxonomy which is knowledge, comprehension, and application. This lower level learning is a foundation to the higher level thinking that we strive for in the content matter. For this reason I feel the internet workshop should be used as an introduction to a new unit and not the main avenue of content distribution (Beimfohr, 1997).
      Managing my online time is not even the slightest concern to me because of my situation. I have 32 new computers in my Lab which are set up specifically with my software and are dedicate solely to my classes. In addition to this I have a wireless network which includes a wireless projector mounted to the ceiling of the classroom which allows me to effectively present and demonstrate all lessons while moving throughout the room on a wireless tablet. All of this was installed by me. I also have software called Vision which is an application that allows the teacher to view, monitor, block, demonstrate, and control all 32 computers on the network. I use this as a monitoring tool because I can see all of my students monitors from one screen or location, and maintain control of their PC if needed. This is a benefit because I can ensure that my students stay on task. Having 32 computers give me the flexibility to allow each student work independently which I generally prefer for smaller activities such as this internet workshop. Once students complete their activity, all products of the workshop must be submitted to the hand in folder on the network. This folder is a network assessable folder where all students can submit heir work to a common secure location. This folder allows me to obtain their work in a digital form, and keep record of it for future reference.  
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