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     Integrating the web into my curriculum and instruction has been, and continues to be an ongoing goal of mine. I have taken many steps in this area of my teaching and I have seen this benefit both my students and myself.  I first started my quest to integrate the web in to my classroom with the addition of my classroom website Techedclass.com. I have used this site as a frame work and a central depository of resources for everything from in class assignments to curriculum resources for other teachers in my county. The primary reason for this site was initially to make it easier for me to deliver and organize content for my students. After using my site for a year it has done exactly what it was intended to do and more. Part of my site includes a web log powered by Movable Type which allows me to post a discussion topic, and then ask my students to respond to my post online. This allows my students to practice their writing skills while at the same time reflecting on the topic as well as the posts of other students. This activity may require low level thinking, or higher level thinking such as evaluation. It is really dependent on what I ask my students to respond to. Other areas of my site include internet activities, and my newly posted web quest which also require different levels of thinking as expressed in Blooms Taxonomy.
      During my first year using my site I learned what activities worked well and what activities needed a bit of refinement. None of the activities I have used on my site failed to add value to instruction; however some did work better than others. I have found that web based resources on my personal site provide students with content that is always accessible, organized, and custom tailored to the unit we are studying at the time.  As a teacher, my site affords me the ability to design an activity such as a web quest, introduce it to my students, and set them out to complete it. This type of learning is self directed when students can accomplish the activity several different ways. Since the web provides an overwhelming amount of resources, all students find fresh new content instead of the entire class presenting the same information from the same sources. Many times however, finding accurate content online is sometimes a challenge in it self and because of this it is also important to first introduce students to proper search procedures. By including a small unit or lesson on search procedures, students are given the opportunity to use higher level thinking when it comes time for them to gather information online. Blooms taxonomy supports analysis, synthesis, and evaluation skills as higher level thinking. These are the same skills used during a rigorous search. Students may do hundreds of searches however, deciding what is credible, what is missing, and how to narrow a search requires students to be aware of the differences between what they are looking for and what the have found. I find that many of my students do not understand how searches work. In fact, many students stare helplessly at a screen asking why their search did not give them what they wanted. With a perplexed look my students fail to understand why the computer did not give them hat they wanted, completely unaware of how the system works. Or students may type in one word and stop there thinking that that is the extent of their search. For this reason it is very important to teach students about searches, and navigation so they have the ability to self reflect and alter their searches if their initial search does not return what they were looking for. 
      Aside from searches, teaching students about how to navigate sites, and recognize site structure is also important when students are given assignments such as web quests and internet workshops. Many students may look at a site and take it at face value while missing much of the valuable content hidden within complex or poorly designed site structures. The most valuable asset a student can have is the ability to think critically, and reflect on what seems correct and what may not. I feel that my web based assignments and activities sharpen my student’s higher level thinking skills by giving students the opportunity to regularly navigate through unfamiliar sites and make specific searches without direct instruction. I feel my students are developing fluency skills with the internet even though it may not be directly taught it is incorporated within the web assignments. Using my site every day in class allows my students to become more intimate with the tools they will be using for the rest of their lives.   












