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        With educational technology making it easier than ever to complete traditional school work students must be made aware of the seriousness of plagiarism and copyright infringement. In my experience I have seen how students turn to electronic media for quick easy access to information. Many times these students simply copy paste work from various sources and claim it as their own. This is a problem however students today really see nothing wrong with it since they have simply gown up with readily accessible information. This has become a growing problem in schools today and continues to get worse.  In my opinion students do this for a few reasons. One reason is simply laziness. The second reason is lack of concern or knowledge for plagiarism Education World. (2004).        Plagiarism is an issue with my students however I do not concern myself with some areas of my students work. One example is note taking. Note are strictly for students benefit and true notes are only for the student and are not handed in. For this reason I do not concern myself with where students get their notes. If they copy notes from any source that is ok with me since notes are not turned in for credit. I am not sure why any teacher would concern themselves with plagiarism and notes.  In addition to that I see no issue with printing copies of information obtained from the web. Printing is exactly that printing so I see no issue. When a student prints out information out from the web it is clear that it is a print out and not student work. I am not sure why this is a focus point in this first application. In my classroom I do not address note taking or print outs since these is not related to plagiarism. Plagiarism is taking credit for work that is not yours, and print outs are obviously not student work (Education World. 2004).

       The hot seat for plagiarism in my class is written work and multimedia work. I have major issues in my classes with students taking work from several sources and using it as their own. I feel students as well as adults are clueless about some aspects of plagiarism. One example is our own school newspaper that uses images in their paper. When our school newspaper needs an image for a story they use Google images to find one. That’s not a problem however when they find one they give credit by typing “Image courtesy of Google images”. This is absolutely amazing to me since they as well as the adult in charge prove their total ignorance of how a search engine works and what it does. They have no idea that the image they stole is not the property of Google but the property of the site Google lead them to. Lack of knowledge in students and adults is one major problem that must be addressed if plagiarism concerns are to be fixed.  Youtube is another source of media that students and adults fail to understand when it comes to properly citing sources. 

         Aside form simply copying information from internet sites, students also copy work from each other and digital file transfers, and shared folders on networks makes this type of plagiarism even easier than in the past. Many times students cheat by using or printing duplicate files of an assignment. Although there are ways to over come this with digital signatures the time and effort is not worth it. Supervision of in class assignment seems to be the most effective method of keeping file sharing to a minimum. 

        Paraphrasing is another aspect of plagiarism that students tend not to consider cheating. Many students have the understanding that if they change the words around then they are not copying. This however is not the case. It is important to teach students that paraphrasing is the same as copying. This type of education is the first step in preventing plagiarism in the future.

       The most effective means of plagiarism prevention I have used is http://turnitin.com. I am fortunate since my school provides all teachers with an account. This tool is used by thousands of school including Walden. When I assign major written projects I require my students to submit their work to turnitin.com.  Students understand that they cannot get away with copying information without citing it. In todays computer infused society it is easier for students to cheat. The only tool able to catch this type of cheating is a computer. It’s the old adage of fight fire with fire. If teachers are not aware of such tools they will have students consistently cutting corners. Other methods for reducing the amount of student plagiarism include searching for the paper online or knowing where the sources of papers are as stated on virtualsalt.com. I very much disagree with this since the amount of possible paper sources is far too great for a teacher to feel like they can monitor. In fact this type of advice on virtualsalt.com is poor and is part of the reason students can trick teachers.  It is for this reason that teachers must rely on sites like turnitin.com to do the work for them. Other methods for controlling student plagiarism may include making portions of a large paper due on different dates. By doing this student need to provide a work in progress which proves difficult to do when papers are downloaded or shared. In addition to that making specific requirements makes it more difficult for students to use generic or common papers (Robert Harris 2004). Plagiarism has always been a problem and will most likely always be, yet with the tools students have today it is important that educators used the same tools to control and teach students the fair use of information. 
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