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      Thus far in this course we have essentially discussed how technology has impacted or will impact teaching and learning. This course has afforded me the ability to discuss with my colleges different thoughts and ideas which is something I would not be able to do on my own.  I would classify this discussion time as my main source of teamwork or collegiality as Dr. Thornburg expressed in the video (Beimfohr, E). This may be a weakness for me since without these courses I essentially focus on my job as a teacher which is more than enough at times. I am in a difficult position when it comes to collaboration since I am the only Technology Education teacher in my school. To combat this I try to develop smaller learning communities which focus on math, science, and Technology related topics (Beimfohr, E). Still being the only teacher to teach my content area makes it tough to spend the time I should with other teachers. Because of this my teamwork on a local scale is lacking, however on the county level I am a leader. I am considered a liaison between the county curriculum leaders and the Teacher body in my content area. This position requires me to constantly create, critique, and implement new curriculum, assessments, and even online classes. Because of this I feel my teamwork and collegiality are exemplary. The results I find in my classroom are used to hone our content curriculum which benefits all students. Perhaps one way in which I could better my collaboration with more local teachers is by inviting a physics or math teacher into my classroom so they can see how our content areas so dependent on each other.  By weighing my strengths and weaknesses in different areas I feel my collaboration is average. 
      Information literacy as stated in the video is the ability to access, decode, make meaning of, and produce information (Beimfohr, E). This is by far my strong point and is the reason I am a teacher. I feel I am at an exemplary level because I am driven to find difficult concepts and simplify them into mathematical and science concepts that out students can relate to. Many students may sit in a science or math class and wonder why they have to learn what they go over. I take those concepts and show them how they apply to technology. One example may be  teaching students how a plasma TV works and how on earth a technology like that relies on something they may learn about in a natural science class, or how it is also related to a fluorescent light found in the classroom. This is only one example of hundreds, and my motivation drives me to share this information with students. Because of this I feel my Information literacy is outstanding, and the only way I can improve up this is by sharing it via a small learning community which is the next step I plan on doing.

      The most effective method for implementing a smaller learning community is by reflecting back and understanding what students seem to react to the best. For example teaching science and math concepts through technology is great because student seem to be more interested in the ipod then they are about algebra. However when they realize that the pod uses compressed media that relies solely on complex mathematical algorithms they tend to ask more questions about how it does this so quickly. I many times reflect back on my lectures and seek out new ways in which I can explain a concept in a more interesting manner. Many times this involves me teaching myself something new before I can explain my concept in a more interesting manner. I also reflect about my teaching by reading what my students write on my classroom blog http://techedclass.com. On this site I generally post a question or concept for my students to reflect on. I then read their responses, which helps me map their thinking patterns and gain a deeper understanding of the students thoughts (Beimfohr, E). By reflecting in this manner I can alter my teaching methods to improve students understanding of major concepts presented in class. I am constantly reflecting back on my teaching practices as well as my professional practices. My next step to improve upon my reflections is to re design http://techedclass.com , and add to it all my Walden work so I have a complete online portfolio. In this regard I feel I am and exemplary in reflecting on my work and using technology in the process.  
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