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      Throughout this course I have been put in the position of the traditional learner. I have been given the opportunity to reflect and discuss my thoughts and opinions as well as those of my fellow classmates. I have also been given opportunities to analyze the results of learned strategies and techniques. If any thing I have learned that no techniques or strategy can substitute for a teachers motivation and professional development. After analyzing and discussing multiple strategies I have learned that they are a politically correct way of expressing good teaching practices. The key to good teaching is motivation. 
      The teacher as a reflective practitioner can not possibly be enforced more. In fact I feel that the entire Walden experience is simply application and reflection. Every course involves a reflective approach which is displayed in the discussion forums. In addition to the reflections in the discussions, Walden also requires at least one reflective essay per course. This by itself forces teachers to reflect in some form on their teaching and if not that then reflect on the course in progress. After looking back, the courses I enjoyed most were those which required us to produce something. Creating a web site and evaluating others was very interesting. Likewise making our own pod cast also was a unique learning experience which also added value to teaching. I feel there should be more of these types of learning and less of the over used uninteresting writing applications. I got the least benefit from being forced to write an application essay every week. After thinking about it I do not considered this type of activity application. To me it is closer to reflection. 
       I feel that participating in an online Masters program demonstrates a new type of leadership. Adapting to changes in society and most importantly in educational practices is the most important form of leadership. Using computer technology in ways that most educational programs do not is another example of leadership. Introducing and understanding how technology affects society, education, and people’s lives is a subject that is desperately misunderstood and something that demands more attention in the educational environment. By exposing professionals to different methods of computer use in the classroom educators can more efficiently teach and expose students to the world they will are living in.    
     While it is important to incorporate the use of computers in education it is also important to make professional instructional decisions regarding what is appropriate and what is not. Technotainment is what happens when teachers implement activities just for the sake of using a computer or the internet(“Beyond Edutainment and Technotainment,” 2005). The use of computers and the internet in education can be abused or used as more of a game than an actual tool. It is important that educators consciously think about this so they create activities that fully take advantage of the benefits that can be found in technological tools such as computers.    
      As educators implement such tools as computers it is important that they also observe the effects. I have learned to self evaluate and reflect on my teaching practices. For me this reflection has also become a type of research since I document the results I get by implementing something new such as online testing and evaluation. After I administer an online assessment I record the results electronically and analyze the results. This helps me evaluate my teaching, the curriculum, and the online assessment application. By doing this I am researching the strengths and weakness of online assessments. In order to get the greatest benefit from this in house research it is also important to share and collaborate personal findings with other educators. This sharing and collaboration is research in itself if teacher collaborates on specific areas of education and teaching.    
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