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       When I began working on this degree and the specialization of integrating technology in education I thought I would be developing unique interesting ways to incorporate all areas of technology in education. After completing the degree I found that this degree really only focuses on educational technology or more simply put, computers. As a result of this I decided to create my portfolio online. The assignment was to create an electronic portfolio so I choose to do it online after asking my professor if it would be acceptable. It is my opinion that a CD archive of word files is not an electronic portfolio, but an archive of files. My portfolio has all three sections organized online. This summary is available on the front page, the portfolio sections each have their own link and page, and the artifacts are available in each section in addition to the portfolio index page. 
       The program was my first experience of taking courses online. I would say it was a learning experience in just that fact alone, however at the same time it became very predictable an repetitious. The lesson objectives were sound however the Application assignments were not and should not be a one size fits all application. It was clear to me that this degree was not designed for non traditional teachers.  I felt that many application assignments were designed to get the traditional math, science, English, or history teacher to use computers and the internet more in their classroom practices. In addition to that I found that the majority of the graded assignments were written assignments. This is ironic since the program teachers how there anre many different types of learners and learning styles yet the program relies heavily on written assessment.  Creativity is difficult to show ad express in this program but yet it is taught to be a vital part of some students learning. I feel that my development is evident in my portfolio but may not always be obvious in the written applications, and written reflections.  I am surprised how and institution can teach the best teaching practices and yet fails to implement them in their own classes.  

       As I look back I can see that my web abilities have improved. As a result I was able to create this online portfolio. If I review my current classroom web site, techedclass.com I see many areas of improvement. In fact the only reason I did not yet redesign my classroom web site was because of this portfolio assignment. I needed my site complete for this assignment and if I started to redesign it, then it would not be available for this portfolio. After I finish this portfolio I will continue my growth and improve the site to the best of my current abilities. If my other classroom web sites were available then it would be easy to see growth, however they are not. One area I can see growth in is my ability to cite sources. Throughout this program we were required to support our ideas with readings. In the beginning I had very few and in one assignment I had none. As the program progressed my assignments included more and more references. This is one area where intellectual growth is evident and easy to point out. 
       Throughout this course I have done mainly writing assignments. Every assignment required either a reflection, and application, or both. For this reason my awareness has been naturally increased, however I am not sure the learning was equal since most of the work was simply writing. One area where learning was much more prevalent was in the discussion forums where people could interact with other people.  So of the requirements related to the discussions limited the learning but the most learning for me took place when discussions truly interested those involved. Some assignments were very theoretical and at times impractical which made learning from them difficult. On the contrary the theoretical and at times impractical content allowed me to become more aware of the technical aspects of teaching. 
       I do not feel that my work with my colleagues will be greatly affected by my involvement in this program. The reason I feel this way is because what I have done in the past has not been impacted by this class but the background knowledge of it has. I may understand the process, effects, and strategies more but I don’t think the action will change unless it become clear that a change is needed.  Just because I have learned more from this program does not mean that whay I have done in the past was wrong. 
        My future professional development has no relation to this course. My plans for development include getting a degree in engineering. Generally this means a bachelor degree. This relates to my teaching practice because engineering is one of the classes I teach. Eventually I think I may leave the profession of teaching for greater challenges. The reason for this is because as an educator my challenges seem to be focused on many things aside from actually teaching students who want to learn. The biggest challenge of teaching for me ironically is not teaching. If I had to choose one challenge I will have in the future it would be making my teaching practice more efficient through the use of my lessons, class web site, and online assessments. 
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